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the deposit of gold and silver articles. The salaries of functionaries
were to be raised to the level of the previous year. The equilibrium
of the Budget was to be secured by increased taxation. The
Government programme was an addition of ten per cent to all
taxes, whether direct or indirect, with a further readjustment
downward of the salaries of functionaries, the result being an
increase in the revenue of 156 million zlotys and a reduction in
the expenditure of in million zlotys. The two Socialist Ministers
resigned.
On April 20 the Socialist Party withdrew from the grand
coalition. Skr2ynski told the other Ministers that Wojciechowski
was opposed to the resignation of the Government, and desired
it to carry on—at least till the Budget for May had been voted.
There was a fresh fall of the zloty and a deepening of the general
depression. On April 28 the Seym voted the Budgets for May
and June on the Government lines by 200 votes to 143. Except
for some collisions between Socialists and Communists in the
streets of Warsaw, the "First of May" passed off quietly. The
National Fete, May 3, was celebrated throughout Poland with
the usual ceremonies and rejoicing; in Warsaw a solemn service
was held in the Cathedral attended by the President of the Republic,
members of the Government, diplomatists, senators and deputies.
Two days afterwards Skrzynski, in agreement with the rest
of the Cabinet, resigned. In a statement the outgoing Prime
Minister said that the Government had resigned because the
basis of the coalition had contracted, but he hoped that his
resignation would facilitate the formation of a coalition inspired
by the same principles as had been his own when he took over
the Government. A truce in party strife and a loyal collaboration
were indispensable. After mentioning that the monthly Budget
had been passed, and that draft Bills had been presented to the
Seym for assuring the equilibrium of the Budget, for dealing with
the capital levy, for organizing the High Command and the police,
Skrzynski said that the Government had resigned—it had not
fallen. The reference to the Bill for organizing the supreme
command indicated that an effort had been made to get Pilsudski
to support the Government; but he refused to affiliate himself

